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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the initial Office action based on the 10/500922 application filed on 
January 10, 2005. Claims 12-21, as originally filled, are currently pending and have 
been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims lack the necessary 
physical articles or objects to constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning 
of 35 USC 101 . They are clearly not a series of steps or acts to be a process nor are 
they a combination of chemical compounds to be a composition of matter. As such, they 
fail to fall within a statutory category. They are, at best, functional descriptive material 
perse. 

Descriptive material can be characterized as either "functional descriptive material" or 
"non-functional descriptive material." Both types of "descriptive material" are non- 
statutory when claimed as descriptive material perse, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d at 
1 759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be 
statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive 
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material to be realized. Compare In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 
1031. 1035 (Fed. Cir. 1994) 

Merely claiming non-functional descriptive material, i.e., abstract ideas, stored on a 
computer-readable medium, in a computer, or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, 
does not make it statutory. See Diehr, 450 U.S. at 185-86, 209 USPQ at 8 (noting that 
the claims for an algorithm in Benson were unpatentable as abstract ideas because 
"[t]he sole practical application of the algorithm was in connection with the programming 
of a general purpose computer."). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schroder et al. (hereinafter Schroder) U.S. Patent No.: 7,107.329 B1 . 

Schroder teaches: 
Claim 12: 
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A method for managing configuration of a network in a 
management centre, said network having a plurality of target 
objects, said method comprising (Col. 1 lines 10-17): elaborating a 
model of the network to be managed (Figure 2 and Col. 3 lines 66- 
67 & Col. 4 lines 1-3); identifying a plurality of target objects to be 
configured in the network (Col. 3 lines 66-67 & Col. 4 lines 1-13); 
validating the changes to be made upon configuration of said 
plurality of target objects (Figure 3 Col. 4 lines 23-30) ; and, if all 
changes have been validated: finding a sequence of target routers 
associated with said target objects that provides continuous 
connectivity to said management centre (Figures 1 A-B and Col. 2 
lines 30-37; reads on this limitation by allowing alterations without 
interruptions to connectivity); and configuring each of said target 
routers (Figures 3 & 7 and Col. 4 lines 14-30 & Col. 5 lines 2-6 & 
14-16). 
Claim 13: 

The method according to claim 12, wherein said model is 
based on the CIM (Common Information Model) schema (Figures 
3-4 & 6-7 and Col. 2 lines 42-47 & Col. 4 lines 11-13; ,SNMP/MIB 
read on this limitation). 
Claim 14: 
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The method according to claim 12, wherein said 
identification step includes identifying direct target objects and 
indirect target objects (Figure 7 and Col. 5 lines 37-38; reads on 
this limitation with listener and direct connections). 
Claim 15: 

The method according to claim 12, wherein said validation 
step includes checking the compliance of the changes to be made 
upon configuration with a predetermined set of rules (Figures 1 A-2 
and Col. 4 lines 11-13; SNMP/MIB, BGP and routing tables read on 
this limitation). 
Claim 16: 

The method according to claim 12, wherein said network is 
an IP based mobile access network (Col. 1 lines 10-16 & lines 59- 
60 & Col. 4 lines 43-45 Col. 5 lines 7-10; reads on this limitation 
with TCP/IP). 
Claim 17: 

An apparatus for managing configuration of a network, said 
apparatus being located in a management centre, said network 
having a plurality of target objects, said apparatus comprising (Col. 
1 lines 10-17): means for elaborating a model of the network to be 
managed (Figure 2 and Col. 3 lines 66-67 & Col. 4 lines 1-3); 
means for identifying a plurality of target objects to be configured in 
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the network (Col. 3 lines 66-67 & Col. 4 lines 1-13); means for 
validating the changes to be made upon configuration of said 
. plurality of target objects (Figure 3 Col. 4 lines 23-30); means for 
finding a sequence of target routers associated with said target 
objects that provides continuous connectivity to said management 
centre (Figures 1 A-B and Col. 2 lines 30-37; reads on this limitation 
by allowing alterations without interruptions to connectivity); and 
means for configuring each of said target routers (Figures 3 & 7 
and Col. 4 lines 14-30 & Col. 5 lines 2-6 & 14-16). 
Claim 18: 

The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said model is 
based on the CIM (Common Information Model) schema (Figures 
3-4 & 6-7 and Col. 2 lines 42-47 & Col. 4 lines 11-13; SNMP/MIB 
read on this limitation). 
Claim 19: 

The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said 
identification means are adapted to identify direct target objects and 
indirect target objects (Figure 7 and Col. 5 lines 37-38; reads on 
this limitation with listener and direct connections). 
Claim 20: 

The apparatus according to claim. 17, wherein said validation 
means are adapted to check the compliance of the changes to be 
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made upon configuration with a predetermined set of rules (Figures 
1A-2 and Col. 4 lines 11-13; SNMP/MIB, BGP and routing tables 
read on this limitation). 
Claim 21: 

The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said network 
is an IP based mobile access network (Col. 1 lines 10-16 & lines 
59-60 & Col. 4 lines 43-45 Col. 5 lines 7-10; reads on this limitation 
with TCP/IP). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maceeh Anwari whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7591. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00 PM ES. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joe Del Sole can be reached on 571-272-1 130. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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